St Barnabas Church, Linthorpe
PCC Meeting 7.15 p.m. Monday 2nd March 2026 in the Narthex
Refreshments from 7 p.m.
AGENDA
1  Worship - led by Lindsey Goodhew, meditating on Psalm 148.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
2  Apologies:  Immy Burgess-Hale, Richard Peacock, Debs Smith                                       
    Absent: Chinedu Anioke
    Present: David Goodhew, Lindsey Goodhew, Allison Ward, Paul Bury, James Cawdell, Oli George, Stuart Gunn, Malcolm McGregor, John Downs, Gail Roberts, Helen McGregor, Andrew Devereux, Tony Hutchings, Mark Allan, Alistair Bolton, Caleb Oluo Serebour, Dave Roberts.
3  Minutes of meeting from 2nd February 2026
It was clarified that under item 7, Safeguarding, it should have been written that a list of non-church groups using church premises that have safeguarding requirements would be compiled by the safeguarding officers.  
4  Matters Arising
Lindsey brought in contact cards to publicise Hope’s Edge, the group run by Pastors for the Homeless in the church hall on a Thursday afternoon.  Safeguarding is routine for non-church groups using church premises.  
Alistair from the Buildings Task Group said that a verbal report has been given on the church hall roof and the written report is due to arrive by the end of March.  
5  Correspondence
Helen mentioned that fortnightly emails from the Diocese of York are available to read on the Diocesan website.  Of potential interest to PCC members was information about leading worship in schools, and training about maintaining church buildings.  Lindsey suggested that the link be circulated to PCC members.   
6  Vicar’s Report  
-  There have been changes in the dates for PCC meetings for April and May 2026.  The meeting for April will be held on 30th March and that for May will be on 27th April.  This is because the first Mondays of both April and May fall on a Bank Holiday.     
-  Recruitment of Worship Pastors – the post will be advertised on March 8th 2026, with interviews on 16th March. There is some interest but David would like to encourage more people to apply.  There should be flexibility for a job share if necessary.                                                                                                                                                  If anyone has ideas about how to mark Oli’s and Robin’s leaving to show appreciation of their work, please speak to David, Gail or Richard.      
-  Joanne Kirwa, one of our students, is a reader in the Church of Kenya who would like to exercise ministry in the Church of England. She has already preached at the 6.30 p.m. service and will be with us for at least two years.  It is good to reflect the diversity of out congregation by increasing the number of people of different nationalities serving in the church. 
- The next Baptism and Confirmation service will be in three months’ time.  David asked PCC members to ‘nudge’ potential candidates, asking them if they have been baptised or confirmed.  These are important milestones in a person’s faith journey.                                                                                                                                                                             
7  Safeguarding
Procedures for use of social media are in place.  The PCC needs to approve these in advance of the event.  
Procedures for people attending church who are known offenders are in place.  Information about known offenders is currently held only by David, in confidence.  There should be safe storage of records of known offenders in case a sudden clergy vacancy arises.   Stuart is to check if this procedure is in place, then to inform the PCC at the next meeting.  
8  Buildings Task Group    
We are thankful for church members who work hard on work concerning buildings e.g. plumbing, past renovation work, current care.    
A verbal report has been given on the church hall roof, with a written report due at the end of March. Costings can then be given.  A survey done in 2021 said urgent work would be needed in five years’ time, but at present the state of the roof is not as bad as expected. A survey carried out in January 2026 revealed that work is needed on the cupola, dislodged ridge tiles, lead work, concrete plinths, but under these, the structure is sound.   Planning permission would be needed to remove the cupola. 
David asked the PCC to imagine that a 15 year old Scout was coming into the hall for the first time and what would impress him.  This was discussed in groups of three, resulting in many ideas, from those more easily achieved such as giving the interior a new coat of paint, to much more ambitious ones such as having the building demolished and rebuilt.  
PCC members are to think and pray about this, taking photos of good examples of church halls, especially those of similar age and structure as ours.   We are to consider the needs of other groups using the hall, up to thirty years hence.
At the forthcoming Annual Parochial Church Meeting the wider church can be drawn into the discussion.  
PAUSE TO PRAY
9  ‘Friends of St Barnabas
This item is to be brought to the next meeting.
10  Emergency Evacuation Practice
Evacuation stewards are to do training on 4/7/26.  During coffee between the 9.30 am and 11.15 am services on 5/7/26 there will be an evacuation practice of the hall. Gail reported that there had been evacuation practices for all four services in church also one involving Sunday School groups.  Foodbank has also had an evacuation practice.  Part of these evacuation practices is telling people which keys go with which doors and how to access the alley gates.   
11  Finance                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Andrew confirmed that the total budget up to 28/2/25 for Student and Youth  was  £101109.  This is because of a generous donation to Big Kids.  
There has been an issue with HSBC bank concerning documentation, which is now resolved.  The Diocese stepped in to ensure staff could be paid.  Assets do not exist in receipts and payments and Andrew is to discuss a seven-step plan with the Finance subcommittee on 10/3/26. This will make reporting more straightforward. 
Related party disclosure forms were given out.  Completed forms are to be given to Andrew or the churchwardens. 
Gail reported that people are being much more careful about expenditure.  Tony considered that buildings expenditure at the beginning of the year is greater than at the end.  The end of year buildings expenditure will be circulated once it is ready.  
12  Facilities Management Group Report
Asbestos Report and procedure – Tony spoke about this.  It is not intended for formal approval.                                                                                                                                            
Revised PAT testing policy – In the past all electrical equipment had to be PAT tested.  The kitchen has the most high-risk equipment, which needs to be tested using the PAT test machine.  For most other items only a visual inspection is necessary. A full kit inventory will need to be drawn up.  There is an annual test due in March 2026. PAT testing should be less than the £450 it cost last year.  Eventually an electrical contractor will be used to test with the machine, with visual inspections being in-house. 
Tony proposed that the PCC accepts the recommendation in section 2 of the attached proposal summary:
The portable appliances in the Hall and Reid Room kitchens and any portable devices in the Narthex kitchen shall be tested using our normal electrical contractor.  Additionally all vacuum cleaners, floor polishers and similar items shall also be tested.  This is likely to be in the order of 30 items. This would be an annual routine. All other items will be visually inspected at a frequency to be decided upon.  This change is in line with the insurance policy.
Seconder was Dave Roberts.  Everyone voted in favour, with none against, and no abstentions.  
13  Holy Communion Administrants
There is a need for a wider range of people approved to do this.  David suggested the following people: Richard Peacock, Merci Salway, Caleb Otuo Serebou, Blessing Ogwisakin, Segum and Fumii Ali. 
Proposer: David Goodhew, Seconder: Malcolm McGregor.  Everyone voted in favour, with none against.   
14  Any other notified business
Photo and video policy – a link to this was posted in ‘Keep in Touch’.  It is now on the website. 
The Pathfinders weekend away takes place 20/3/26 to 22/3/26.  Information concerning this is on the notice board in the church office.  
15  Prayer
16  Dates of next meetings
30/3/26 for April’s PCC 
27/4/26 for May’s PCC
11/5/26 APCM
1/6/26 for June’s PCC



































                                                                                                                                                                  

